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From the Baronage: 

Greetings, 

We hope this missive finds you well.  We are excited to welcome our new King 
and Queen, Gabriel and Sarah.   

We would like to thank all who were able to support the Ceili at the Roundhouse 
Celtic Festival and hope all had a good time. 

It's been good seeing both older players and new players at Fighter Practice. 

There have been a lot of exciting events happening.  We hope you have been 
enjoying them.   

As he weather warms and more events start happening.  We are having our 
Quest Event featuring Joan of Arc.  We hope that you will join us for this fun and 
exciting day. 

Our neighbors to the south have Melee Madness and Castle Crusades in Arrow's 
Flight and our neighbors to the north have Crown Tournament, May Ball, Kingdom Arts 
and Sciences, and Uprising is happening this year.  If you are interested in camping 
with the Barony, please send your requirements to Her Excellency as soon as possible 
so that we may request the land. 

In July, the Shire of Stonegate is having an event called The Saga of Egill and 
Gellir.   

If you have the means to attend any of these events, please do so. 

We will be welcoming new Baronage soon.  Please be on the lookout for your 
voting ballot.  Please let your voices be heard. 

If there is anything we can do to help you in these changing times, let us know. 

 

Yours In Service, 

His Excellency Sionainn and Her Excellency Malatesa,  

Baron and Baroness of Gryphon's Lair 

  



From the Seneschal: 

 It feels like Springtime in the Lair.  Not only are the temperatures growing 
warmer, but there are new officers, new activities, and renewed interest in some of our 
favorite things.  I am excited to welcome all of the new faces and returning veterans to 
the Lair.   

 We had some fantastic demos over the past few months, and I wanted to again 
thank all of the participants. 

 For their support of the Ceili at the Roundhouse Celtic Festival, I would like to 
recognize: Irou and Becca, Cherise, Phang, Patrick, Sir Michael, Mistress Bengta, 
Aislynn, Aasa Gunnarsdattir, Richeza, and Woulffe.  Thank you to all! 

 For their participation with the Scribbles with Scribes at the Syracuse branch of 
the Davis County Library: Sir Thorad, Lady Sosia, Lady Richeza, Diane Dowdle and an 
extra-special thank you to Dame Meraud for scheduling, organizing and advertising our 
first Scribble With Scribes event.  A final Thank You to all of the artists whose 
calligraphy and illumination were displayed. 

 If you have ideas or suggestions for things you want to happen, please contact 
one of the officers. We will be happy to help you. 

 In Service to the Dream, 

 Your pal, Zal 

  



Letters of Intent for the Ninth Baron and Baroness of Gryphon's Lair 

Michael and Aislynn: 
 
 Unto Their Artemisian Majesties Sean and Nisa, Greetings, and 
hopes for a successful reign! 
We, Michael the Lucky of Lancaster and Aislynn of Fife, wish to enter our 
names as candidates for the positions of Baron and Baroness of Your 
Barony of Gryphon's Lair.  We feel  that, with the support of the officers and 
members of the barony, we would do an excellent job of leading the group 
as your representatives. 

 Lady Aislynn was born into the SCA; her parents were members for 
many years.  She has been an active sustaining member for the past 12 
years, and served as Gryphon’s Lair’s deputy knight marshal, as well as 
armored and archery champions.  Lady Aislynn is a Companion of the 
Golden Gryphon’s Talon of Artemisia, the Gryphon and Hammer of 
Gryphon’s Lair, the White Falcon of Loch Salann, and the Oleander. 

 Sir Michael is a longtime member of the Society, having served in 
various administrative positions in the heraldic and marshalate areas, on 
the baronial, principality and kingdom levels.  He is a Knight and Master of 
the Pelican, along with other awards and recognitions, including the Light of 
Atenveldt, premier of the Golden Gryphon’s Talon, Companion of the 
Maple Leaf and Golden Pillar of Artemisia, the Stag’s Tynes of the 
Outlands, the Crystal of the Salt Wastes and White Phoenix of Loch 
Salann, and Baron of the Court of Artemisia.  Sir Michael has also received 
an Augmentation of Arms from the Crown, primarily for his stewardship of 
Loch Salann’s Melee Madness event for 33 years. 
 

Thank You for Your consideration in this matter. 
In Service to the Society, 
HE Michael the Lucky of Lancaster 

Lady Aislynn of Fife 
  



Meraud: 
 
 Unto their most Resplendent and Noble Majesties, Sean Kirkpatrick 
Terragon and Nissa al Alantolia; their Right and Gracious Royal 
Highnesses Gabriel Robertson and Sarah Von Feuerbach; their Glorious 
Excellencies, Sionainn Padraig Caimbeul and Malatesta Simonetti; and of 
course the Mighty and Generous Populace of the Barony of Gryphon’s Lair, 
assorted Nobles all, are this 17th day of February 2022, being 56 for the 
Society, sent warm solicitudes for health and wealth and happiness by their 
humble and audacious servant Dame Meraud des Belles Feuilles. 

 This missive contains my intention to serve the Dream, the Glorious 
Kingdom of Artemisia and my beloved Barony, Gryphon’s Lair, as 
Baroness at the Populace and the Crown’s pleasure.  

 I have spent my 25 plus years as a member of the SCA in this group, 
from its beginnings as the Incipient Canton of Og’s Den, through the years 
as first a Canton, and then the Shire, and now Barony. I believe our people 
capable of great things, and I am still surprised by their ingenuity and 
strength. 

 I have served this Barony in many different capacities. For Gryphon’s 
Lair, as an officer I have been Deputy Chronicler, Deputy Knight Marshall, 
Deputy Herald, Deputy Seneschal, Deputy Exchequer, Deputy Arts and 
Sciences, Exchequer (three times), Seneschal and I have been Kingdom 
List Minister.  Numerous times I have been the Event Steward for one-day 
and camping events, local and Kingdom events.  I have had the pleasure of 
being day help, retinue and feast steward on many occasions and it is 
always my intent to help the Barony, and the Society as a whole, shine.  I 
have been the Baronial Arts and Sciences Champion.  I am currently the 
head-lady-in-waiting for their Excellencies Sionainn and Malatesta. I have 
been told, on occasion, that my skill as feast steward has brought those to 
the table who would otherwise not have feasted.  I believe this speaks to 
my ability to provide the things that people want. 

 Mundanely, I am capable, organized and financially stable.  My 
husband Tom, who does not play, is willing to support me from home in this 
endeavor. I am currently working part time and therefore have plenty of 
time to devote to the Dream. 



 

 I am aware, and do hereby pledge, that this undertaking would mean 
a change in my rate of play.  I am more than willing to increase my 
participation in this group to two to three times a week in order to fulfil the 
expectations of the position.  I would be attending fighter practices, guild 
meetings, business meetings, all Baronial events and many other events 
around the kingdom.  I understand that this would increase my amount of 
travel significantly, and I am prepared.  My vehicle is reliable, and should it 
become not so reliable, I am of stable enough means to procure another.  I 
would just wish companions on these adventures. 

 I will have completed the necessary training with the Kingdom 
Exchequer to be a financial signatory by the end of February 2022. 

 I am vaccinated. 

 I have attempted to stay outside the politics and I believe that I have 
succeeded to the extent that I would not be a dividing influence over the 
group.  I feel that I am respected and well liked.  It would be an honor and 
privilege to serve the Barony and the Kingdom. I believe that service is the 
backbone of the Dream, without it we are a bunch of geeks playing 
medieval cosplay.  I would like the opportunity to serve my Barony and 
Kingdom through this position. 

 

In Service to the Dream, 

Meraud des Belles Feuilles 

 

Order of the Pelican 
Baroness of the Court 
Sun in Splendor 
Golden Pillar and Sable Pillar  
Golden Maple Leaf 
Award of Arms (Atenveldt) 
Order of the Flame of Pharos (Gryphon’s Lair, premier) 
 Knot of Service (Gryphon’s Lair) 
Order of the Gryphon and Candle (Gryphon’s Lair) 
Devoted and Unique Company of Keepers (Loch Salann) 
  



Want Ads 

Kingdom Offices accepting bids: 

 Kingdom Chatelaine - see Lord Vuhs 
 Kingdom Webminister - see Eys 
 Kingdom Seneschal - see Cathryn-Anne 
 Kingdom Earl Marshal - see Basil 

 

 

Welcome new officer:  
Knight Marshal Domnall Beii 

  

Baronial Offices accepting bids: 

 Minister of Arts and Sciences - see Malatesta 
 Webminister - see Kojirou 
 Thrown Weapons Marshal 
 Archery Marshal 
 Chatelaine 
 Chronicler 
 Youth Minister 



Event Announcements: 

Spring Crown Tournament 

Group: 1000 Eyes 

Date: Saturday, April 16, 2022 - 09:00 to 19:00 

Spring Crown Tournament 
April 16, 2022 
BARONY OF ONE THOUSAND EYES 

As Spring leaps into full bloom and the weather begins to warm, so too comes the time for the noble 
Kingdom of Artemisia to find its heirs. Their Majesties and the Barony of One Thousand Eyes cordially 
invites you to attend Spring Crown Tournament, to be held within the Barony of One Thousand Eyes. 

Crown Tournament will be held in the Exhibit Hall at the Bonneville County Fairgrounds. Site will open at 
9:00AM, and close at 7:00PM. 

Bonneville County Fairgrounds 
1542 E 73rd S, Idaho Falls, ID 83404 

The site is dry. 

Directions: 
FROM INTERSTATE 15 
Take Exit 113 and travel East on W 65th S (also called York Road) 
Continue on W 65th S for 6 miles until you reach S 15th E (this is Woodruff Ave. within Idaho Falls), turn 
right 
Continue South on S 15th E until you see the Fairgrounds on your left 
Continue straight through E 73rd S (GPS probably will tell you to turn left at this intersection) 
Entrance to parking lot is just South of E 73rd S, on the South side of the Fairgrounds complex 

Fees: 
Adult (age 18+) -- $20.00 (A $5 discount for those showing current SCA membership) 
Children (age 17 and below) – are guests of the Kingdom and Barony 
Make checks payable to: “SCA, Inc. – Barony of One Thousand Eyes 

Pre-registration will be available on SCArs. 

There will be a donation lunch made available during the day as a fundraiser. 

Although the SCA complies with all applicable laws to ensure the health and safety of our event 
participants, we cannot eliminate the risk of exposure to infectious diseases during in-person events. By 
participating in the in-person events of the SCA, you acknowledge and accept the potential risks. You 
agree to take any additional steps to protect your own health and safety and those under your control as 
you believe to be necessary. 

All SCA policy will be observed as it stands at the time of the event. This will include any active 
requirement to provide proof of vaccination or a negative COVID test administered within 72 hours of the 
event. Those who are not able to comply with SCA policy will not be allowed entrance to the site. 
  



Schola 

Group: Bronzehelm 

Date: Saturday, May 7, 2022 - 09:00 to 21:00 

Schola 
Barony of Bronzehelm 
May 7, 2022 

Come one, come all, to a celebration of learning and sharing of knowledge! 
Join us for a day of classes and a competition for our new Baronial A&S champion and Bardic Champion. 
There will be scribal classes, Game classes, as well as classes on equestrian, a few on archery as well 
as different aspects of rapier! Other classes and teachers will be announced closer to the event. All 
teachers welcome – please contact the event stewards with details (contact information below). 

First hour after 9 am there will be time to set up all A&S displays. 
Morning court at 10 and evening court TBD with the announcement of the new Baronial A&S and Bardic 
champions! 

There will be no feast or potlucks this year, however outside food will be permitted and there is a hope for 
a food truck as well. 

Event will be held at 505 Orchard Lane Billings, MT. 
Site opens at 9 am and closes at 9 pm. 

Adult registration fee: $15 
Member registration fee: $10 
Children under 18 are guests of the Barony 
Make checks payable to Barony of Bronzehelm, SCA, Inc. 
Event Steward: 
Master Lyon Mackeegan (Lyon Worden) 
            Anika the Seafarer (Akasha Staples) 
Email: swordfghtr@hotmail.com(link sends e-mail) 
            akashastaples@yahoo.com(link sends e-mail) 
Directions to the Site: 
From I-90 take the 27th Street exit and turn left onto State Ave. Off of State turn left on to Orchard Ave. 
The site will be on your left. 
Although the SCA complies with all applicable laws to ensure the health and safety of our event 
participants, we cannot eliminate the risk of exposure to infectious diseases during in-person events of 
the SCA, you acknowledge and accept the potential risks. you agree to take any additional steps to 
protect your own health and safety and those under your control as you believe necessary. 
  



May Ball 

Group:  Arn Hold 

Date: Saturday, May 7, 2022 - 10:00 to Sunday, May 8, 2022 - 00:00 

May Ball 
May 7, 2022 
Barony of Arn Hold 

Greetings all! The ongoing plague may have deterred our plans for a Midwinter Ball, but we shall make it 
up with a full day of revelry with the return of warm weather! 

You are invited to come celebrate May with us at the Expo Idaho Western Town. Daytime activities will 
include spring/May themed A&S classes & children's activities, a Maypole, an A&S social ("stab and 
gab"), and a heavy fighting prize tournament. We will also be determining the Baronial A&S Champion, 
and the Baronial Rapier Champion. 

In the evening we will hold the delayed Masked Ball and Baronial Bardic competition, as well as the usual 
Ball Goods and Services silent auction. We would still love to see your creations to the original ball theme 
of "What a Character!" Attendees are encouraged to interpret a modern character into SCA period dress 
or accessories. Prizes will be awarded for both dress and accuracy in identifying others' characters. 

The site is dry, and personal food is welcome. Handicapped accessible. 

Site: 
Expo Idaho - Western Town 
5610 Glenwood, Boise, ID 83714 

Fees: 
Adult Event Registration: $20 
Adult Member Discount Event Registration: $15 
Children under 18 are guests of the Barony 
Preregistration will be available 
Make checks payable to: SCA, Inc., Barony of Arn Hold 

Event Steward: 
Lady Keterlyn Katzenellenbogen (Karen Niewoonder) 
Email: karen.suppes@gmail.com(link sends e-mail) 
Phone: 720-219-8139 
**Although the SCA complies with all applicable laws to ensure the health and safety of our event 
participants, we cannot eliminate the risk of exposure to infectious diseases during in-person events. By 
participating in the in-person events of the SCA, you acknowledge and accept the potential risks. You 
agree to take any additional steps to protect your own health and safety and those under your control as 
you believe to be necessary.** 

PLEASE NOTE: in accordance with BOD Policy for Events in Utah, Idaho and Wyoming: EITHER a 
Vaccination Card OR a PCR test 72 hrs before the event with a picture ID will be REQUIRED. This Event 
is held and managed by the Kingdom of Artemisia, a branch of the Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. 
  



Castle Crusade 

Group: Arrows' Flight 

Date: Saturday, May 14, 2022 - 09:00 to 19:00 

Castle Crusade 2022 
Castle Crusade - A Long Time Coming Date: May 14, 2022 Shire of Arrows Flight It’s time once again to 
gather food and supplies and journey to the fair Shire of Arrows Flight. Unfortunately, the plague, a 
pandemic upon the land has rendered our traditional pilgrimage site, The Castle, unavailable — a pox 
upon the puerile purveyors of pus and pestilence who have punished our populace so — but do not fret, a 
call went out, and through a series of serious searches, a suitable site has been secured, therefore, it is 
with great pleasure that we announce the return of Castle Crusade to the Shire. 
Please gather with us in the merry month of May to celebrate at Springville Utah Rotary Park in the Shire 
of Arrows Flight upon the 14th day of the month. Upon arrival we will spend the day in good company 
socializing, dining (bring your own picnic), learning, fighting, and general revelry. The site has plenty of 
wooded and grassy areas — so space for all the festivities is assured. 
Site: Springville Utah Rotary Park, Left Fork Hobble Rd, Springville, UT 84663; Parking (wheelchair 
accessible), bathrooms, and pavilion are all available. The pavilions have been reserved to be used for 
the event. There are trees/shade and day pavilions are allowed. Please note no staking is allowed. Trash 
is pack in/pack out, be prepared with suitable receptacles. Per Springville City guidelines, the site is 
strictly dry. Site Opens 9:00 AM - Site Closes 9:00 PM 
Directions: Take your best route upon the King’s Highway (I-15) and take the 400 South SPRINGVILLE 
Exit 260 and follow Sir Google’s Directions and proceed to the park. Follow I-15 S to 400 South 
Springville Utah. Take exit 260 East towards 400 S. Continue East on 400 S. for 3.2 miles until you reach 
a roundabout take the first right onto Canyon Dr/Road. Head southeast on Canyon Dr/Road for 5 miles. 
Continue onto Hobble Creek Rd/Hobble Creek Canyon Rd. Turn Left onto Left Fork Hobble Road. Rotary 
Park is on the Right hand side of the road. 

Site Fee: Adult event registration is $20. Adult member discount event registration is $15. 
Youth ages 6-17 event registration is $5. 
Children 5 and under are guests of the Shire. 
Make checks payable to SCA, Inc.-Shire of Arrows Flight. 
Event Steward is Master Giovani il Ratto Phone Email cameron.fullmer8@gmail.com(link sends e-mail) 
Health & Safety 
Although the SCA complies with all applicable laws to ensure the health and safety of our event 
participants, we cannot eliminate the risk of exposure to infectious diseases during in-person events. By 
participating in the in-person events of the SCA, you acknowledge and accept the potential risks. You 
agree to take any additional steps to protect your own health and safety and those under your control as 
you believe to be necessary. 
PLEASE NOTE: in accordance with BOD Policy for Events in Utah, Idaho and Wyoming: EITHER a 
Vaccination Card OR a PCP test 72 hrs before the event with a picture ID will be REQUIRED. This Event 
is held and managed by the Kingdom of Artemisia, a branch of the Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. 
and is considered the official presence of this group here. Questions regarding its content should be 
directed to: cameron.fullmer8@gmail.com(link sends e-mail) 
  



Kingdom Arts & Sciences Carnival 

Group: Côte du Ciel 

Date: Friday, May 27, 2022 - 19:00 to Sunday, May 29, 2022 - 17:00 

Kingdom Arts & Sciences Carnival 
All Gentlepeople of this great Kingdom, you are cordially invited to attend the Kingdom of Artemisia Arts & 
Sciences Carnival in Logan, Utah on May 27-29, 2022. The A&S Carnival is a celebration of ALL things 
arts and science, and we mean ALL the things. There will be competitions and displays, there will be 
teaching and learning, there will be dancing and bardicing and may even be cooking. There will be 
fighting (classes) and archery (classes) and maybe even shopping. 
Join your friends throughout the Kingdom as we kick up our heels, show off our stuff, and learn a few new 
tricks. Join us for a weekend of fashion, frivolity, and just plain fun. 
Dates: May 27-29, 2022 
Site hours: 
- Friday: Whittier Center 7pm - Midnight 
- Saturday: USU 9am - 5pm; Whittier Center 7pm - Midnight 
- Sunday: USU 9am - 5pm 
Location: 
- Whittier Center, 290 N 400 E, Logan UT 84321 
- USU Old Main, Old Main Hill, Logan, UT 84322 
Directions: 
To the Whittier Center: From Main Street in Logan, turn east (towards the mountains) at 400 North. Turn 
left/south on 400 East. Turn left/east on 300 North. The entry to the parking lot is about halfway up the 
block on the right. To USU Old Main: From Main Street in Logan, turn east (towards the mountains) at 
400 North. Turn left at Champ Drive. Follow road west to parking lot near Old Main building. 
 
Event Steward: Vadoma (Marlene Martineau) email: justvadoma@gmail.com(link sends e-mail) 
Event website: https://justvadoma.wixsite.com/artemisiacarnival(link is external) 
Adult Registration (2 days) - $30 
Adult Member Registration fee (2 days) - $25 
Adult Registration (1 day) - $25 
Adult Member Registration Fee (1 day) - $20 
Children under 18 are guests of the Kingdom 
DISCLAIMER: Although the SCA complies with all applicable laws to try to ensure the health and safety 
of our event participants, we cannot eliminate the risk of exposure to infectious diseases during in-person 
events. By participating in the in-person events of the SCA, you acknowledge and accept the potential 
risks. You agree to take any additional steps to protect your own health and safety and those under your 
control as you believe to be necessary. 
All SCA policy will be observed as it stands at the time of the event. This will include any active 
requirement to provide proof of vaccination or a negative COVID test administered within 72 hours of the 
event. Those who are not able to comply with SCA policy will not be allowed entrance to the site. 
 
  



Uprising War 33 

Group: 1000 Eyes 

Date: Thursday, June 9, 2022 - 10:00 to Sunday, June 12, 2022 - 14:00 

Uprising War 33 
June 9-12, 2022 
BARONY OF ONE THOUSAND EYES 

As the cool breeze caresses your face, you breathe deeply, looking into the night sky that is filled with a 
million stars. You hear the mixed sounds of people laughing and a Middle Eastern drum beat. Coupled 
with the exciting day of pleasure, merriment and camaraderie, you know this is paradise. A paradise 
known as UPRISING. 

The Barony of 1000 Eyes cordially invites one and all to attend the return of their annual war event, being 
held over four days. Attendees will get their fill of fighting, archery, thrown weapons, arts, merchants, 
children’s activities, dancing, bardic and dozens of other things. 

Krupp Scout Hollow is conveniently located just East of Highway 20, only 3 miles North of Rigby, Idaho, 
and 8 miles South of Rexburg, every modern convenience is available just minutes away from site. Come 
for the excitement, stay for the fun! 

Uprising will be held in the Krupp Scout Hollow, just North of Rigby, Idaho. Site will open on Thursday at 
10:00AM, and close on Sunday at 2:00PM. 

688 N 4200 E Rigby, ID 83442 

The site is very discreetly wet. Note: If you are being blatant enough that staff sees you drinking then you 
are not being very discreet. 

Directions: 
FROM INTERSTATE 15 
In Idaho Falls, exit I-15 at Exit 119 and head East on Highway 20 (Look for signs to Rigby, Rexburg, and 
West Yellowstone). 
Proceed on Highway 20 approximately 19 miles to Exit 325. 
Take Exit 325 and turn right onto E Menan Lorenzo Highway, headed East. 
In 0.3 mile, turn left onto N 4200 E Road. Proceed North for 0.2 mile until you reach site on the right. 

Fees: 
Adult Weekend (age 18+) -- $45.00 (A $5 discount for those showing current SCA membership) 
Adult Daily (age 18+) -- $20.00 (A $5 discount for those showing current SCA membership) 
Children (age 17 and below) – are guests of the Kingdom and Barony 

Make checks payable to: “SCA, Inc. – Barony of One Thousand Eyes 
Pre-registration will also be available on SCArs. 

Although the SCA complies with all applicable laws to ensure the health and safety of our event 
participants, we cannot eliminate the risk of exposure to infectious diseases during in-person events. By 
participating in the in-person events of the SCA, you acknowledge and accept the potential risks. You 
agree to take any additional steps to protect your own health and safety and those under your control as 
you believe to be necessary. 

All SCA policy will be observed as it stands at the time of the event. This will include any active 
requirement to provide proof of vaccination or a negative COVID test administered within 72 hours of the 
event. Those who are not able to comply with SCA policy will not be allowed entrance to the site. 



Quest 

Group: Gryphon's Lair 

Date: Saturday, June 25, 2022 - 10:00 to 21:00 

On the 23rd of May, being 1340 Gregorian, those traitorous English-pig-dog-loving Burgundians laid 
violent hands upon the Maid of Orleans and sold her to the English invaders (whose grandfathers smelled 
of Elderberries) for 10,000 pounds. She was held for about a year, “questioned” by the pro-English 
Church Court that was overseen by English commanders in Rouen and burned at the stake on 30th May 
1341. 

Come and join us in Gryphon’s Lair for a daytrip in the park, as we honor her life and sacrifice for the 
ever-glorious Dauphin and the noble French peoples. 

On Saturday, the 25th of June, Gryphon’s Lair will host its annual Quest Event. Come and Quest for 
Jeanne d’Arc. Quest teams should include at least one heavy, one rapier and one child. Fighters, please 
remember your membership cards and fighting authorizations. Prizes yet to be determined. 

We are also making up for lost time, so there will be several Baronial Championships occurring. First, the 
A&S Champion will be determined. The theme is Jeanne d’Arc. For your documentation, please explain 
how your entry related to the theme and then the usual stuff, no more than 1 page plus sources. Tables 
for display will open at 11:30 am and judging will continue until 3 pm, unfortunately no alcohol or food 
entries as of now (possible food entry rules may change). The Baronial Bardic will also be held, probably 
while we are all sitting around eating lunch. Bring your French picnic and join us while we avail ourselves 
of the talent in our Barony (could be some other time during the day). 

Finally, hardsuit and rapier. All authorized fighters are invited to participate, however, the champion will 
be the highest ranking baronial fighter, not necessarily the winner. There will be prizes. 

Site fee: $10 for adults with a $5 discount for members. Minors are guests of the Barony. 

Site: Rohmer Park Bowery, 5100 S 650 W, Washington Terrace, Utah 84405 

Directions: from the south via US-89 traveling north: Turn left onto E 5000 S, 

Road name changes to W 5000 S, Road name changes to S 600 W, Turn right onto W 5100 S, Keep 
straight to get onto road, Arrive at destination, The last intersection before your destination is W 5100 S 
From the south via I-15 traveling north: At Exit 339, head right on the ramp for UT-26 toward Riverdale, 
Take the ramp on the right for I-84 East and head toward Cheyenne, At Exit 85, head right on the ramp 
toward Hospital / Ogden / Uintah / Washington Terrace, Turn left onto S 475 E toward Hospital / Ogden / 
Uintah / Washington Terrace, Road name changes to Adams Avenue Pkwy, Turn left onto E 5600 S, 
Road name changes to W 5600 S, Road name changes to S 300 W, Turn left onto W 5600 S, Road 
name changes to W 5400 S, Bear right onto road, Turn right, Arrive at destination,The last intersection 
before your destination is S 600 W 

From the north via I-15 traveling south: I-15 South / I-84 East and head toward Ogden, At Exit 340, head 
right on the ramp for I-84 East toward Cheyenne, At Exit 85, head right on the ramp toward Hospital / 
Ogden / Uintah / Washington Terrace, Turn left onto S 475 E toward Hospital / Ogden / Uintah / 
Washington Terrace, Road name changes to Adams Avenue Pkwy, Turn left onto E 5600 S, Road name 
changes to W 5600 S, Road name changes to S 300 W, Turn left onto W 5600 S, Road name changes to 
W 5400 S, Bear right onto road, Turn right, Arrive at destination, The last intersection before your 
destination is S 600 W Turn north/right at the parking lot. The lower parking lot is reserved for unloading, 
event staff, VIP’s and disabled parking. 

Site specifics: Washington Terrace city park rules apply; in short: no alcohol, no smoking, you can have 
pets on a leash, but you must clean up after them. There are sidewalks, relatively flat grassy areas and 
disabled access restrooms. Water and garbage disposal are available on site. No stakes longer than 6 



inches for shade flies. Only the part of the park reserved for us is the bowery, and the rest of the park is 
open to the public. 

Opens: 10 am Closes: 9 pm 

There will be a Snack Bar fundraiser. Various commercially prepackaged snacks, fruit and drinks will be 
available. If the food rules change by the end of May, the fundraiser will also change to a French themed 
lunch buffet. 

Tentative Schedule: 
Open:10 am 
Opening court: 11 am 
Baronial A&S competition: 11:30 am -3 pm 
Possible fighting scenarios or competitions: 11:30 am -2 pm 
Lunch break: 2-3 pm 
Baronial Bardic competition: TBD, possibly lunch 
Quest activities 3-5 pm 
Closing court 6 pm 
Close 9 pm 

Although the SCA complies with all applicable laws to ensure the health and safety of our event 
participants, we cannot eliminate the risk of exposure to infectious diseases during in-person events. By 
participating in the in-person events of the SCA, you acknowledge and accept the potential risks. You 
agree to take any additional steps to protect your own health and safety and those under your control as 
you believe to be necessary. 

All persons over the age of 18 must present government issued photo identification or a current SCA 
membership card along with the proof of being fully vaccinated or a negative COVID test. Parents and 
guardians of minors must present their own identification along with proof of being fully vaccinated or a 
negative COVID test for all minors attending an event in their care. 

Proof of vaccination or a negative COVID test shall not be required for children who are ineligible by 
virtue of their age. In addition to the normal sanctions process, anyone challenging event staff regarding 
the enforcement of this COVID policy shall be denied entry to or be immediately removed from the event.’ 

The full policy is available here: https://www.sca.org/news/covidsafe-proof-of-fully-vaccinated-status-or-
n... 

  



 

 Echoes from the Past

 

 

This Day in History 

May 16, 2020 marks the centennial anniversary of Joan of Arc’s canonization.    

 https://www.history.com/topics/middle-ages/saint-joan-of-arc  

  



7 Surprising Facts About Joan of Arc 
1. Joan’s real name was Jehanne d’Arc, Jehanne Tarc, Jehanne Romée or possibly 

Jehanne de Vouthon—but she didn’t go by any of them. 
2. In modern times, some doctors and scholars have “diagnosed” Joan of Arc with 

disorders ranging from epilepsy to schizophrenia.  
3. While commander of the French army, Joan of Arc didn’t participate in active 

combat.  
4. Joan of Arc had a famously volatile temper. Once placed in control of the French 

army, the teenage peasant didn’t hesitate to chew out prestigious knights for 
swearing or misbehaving  

5. Contrary to popular belief, Joan of Arc wasn’t burned at the stake for witchcraft—at 
least not technically.  

6. From 1434 to 1440, Joan’s brothers passed an imposter off as their sister, claiming 
she’d escaped execution.  

7. Joan of Arc inspired the ever-popular bob haircut, which originated in Paris in 1909.  
 

Reference: www.history.com/news/7-surprising-facts-about-joan-of-arc 
  

Joan’s Signature.Wikipedia Commons. 



The Story of Joan of Arc 

From Farm to Flame  

 Joan was born in Domrémy, France in 1412, the daughter of a tenant farmer at Domrémy, on the 
borders of the duchies of Bar and Lorraine. She was not taught to read or write, but her pious mother, 
Isabelle Romeee, shared her love of the Catholic Church and its teachings with her daughter. France had 
been torn apart by a bitter conflict with England, who had gained the upper hand. In 1420, Charles de 
Valois was accused of being illegitimate, and was removed from the line of succession to the French 
Throne. King Henry V was made ruler of both England and France. By 1422, England occupied much of 
northern France. Peasants, like Joan and her family, were forced to abandon their homes under threat of 
invasion. 

 When Joan was 13, she began to hear voices. She believed the voices of Saint Michael, Saint 
Catherine of Alexandria and St Margaret of Antioch were speaking to her.  They advised her of the 
mission she had been given: to save France by expelling the English enemies and to install Charles de 
Valois as France’s rightful king.  

 Joan was endowed with remarkable mental and physical courage, as well as a robust common 
sense. She possessed many qualities including extreme personal piety, a claim to direct communication 
with the saints, and a consequent reliance upon individual experience of God’s presence beyond the 
ministrations of the priesthood and the confines of the institutional church. 

Domrémy-la-Pucelle: Saint Joan of Arc's birthplaceSaint Joan of Arc's birthplace in Domrémy-la-
Pucelle, France.Stephane Odul 

Joan’s mission 

 France and England were at war over a disagreement about which royal line would inherit the 
French throne.  The French believed that the dauphin Charles (later Charles VII), son and heir of the 
Valois king Charles VI should inherit.  The English believed that the English King Henry VI  of Lancaster 
had rights to the throne of France. Henry’s armies were in alliance with the Duke of Burgundy, Philip the 
Good.   

 The English occupied most of the northern part of France, including Reims, the traditional place 
for the Investiture of French kings. By the end of 1427, the Dauphin's cause appeared hopeless. It had 
been five years since his father's death and he had still not been crowned. As long as the Dauphin 



remained unconsecrated, the rightfulness of his claim to become King of France was challenged by the 
English. 

 Joan’s frontier village of Domrémy lay between the land held by Charles' Anglo-Burgundian army 
and that of the French Dauphin. The villagers had to abandon their homes due to the threat of Charles' 
army. Led by the voices of her saints, Joan traveled from Domrémy to Vaucouleurs, the nearest 
stronghold still loyal to the Dauphin in May 1428.  She asked the captain of the garrison, Robert de 
Baudricourt, for permission to join the Dauphin. He did not take the 16-year-old girl or her visions 
seriously, and she was sent back to Domrémy. Joan returned to Vaucouleurs again in January 1429. This 
time, her quiet firmness and piety gained her the respect of the people.  The captain, persuaded that she 
was neither a witch nor feebleminded, allowed her to go to the Dauphin at Chinon. She left Vaucouleurs 
about February 13, dressed in men’s clothes and accompanied by six men-at-arms. Crossing through 
English-held territory, she reached Chinon eleven days later. 

 When Joan arrived at the castle of the Dauphin Charles, he hid himself among his Courtiers as a 
test to see if Joan had special abilities. Joan quickly detected him and told him that she wished to go to 
battle against the English.  She assured the Dauphin that she would enable him to be crowned at Reims.  

 On the Dauphin’s orders she was interrogated by ecclesiastical authorities in the presence of 
Jean, Duc d’Alençon, who was a relative of the Dauphin.  She was then taken to Poitiers for three weeks, 
where she was further by eminent theologians who were allied to the Dauphin’s cause. These 
examinations were affected to the ever-present fear of heresy following the end of the Western Schism in 
1417. Joan told the scholars that she would prove her mission at Orléans.  On March 22, she dictated 
letters of defiance to the English. In their report the churchmen suggested that in view of the desperate 
situation of Orléans, which had been under English siege for months, the Dauphin would be well-advised 
to make use of her. 

 Joan returned to Chinon. In April, at Tours, 
the Dauphin provided her with a military household 
of several men. Jean d’Aulon became her squire, 
and she was joined by her brothers, Jean and 
Pierre. She had her standard painted with an image 
of Christ in Judgment and a banner made bearing 
the name of Jesus. Jean did not have a sword, yet 
declared that the sword she would wield to lead the 
French to victory would be found in the church of 
Sainte Catherine de Fierbois. 

 Joan had received a vision from Saint 
Catherine of a sword in the church of Sainte-
Catherine de'Fierbois.  The vision showed her the 
metal had been cast down from the heavens, the 
sword was underground in the church of Saint 
Catherine, and that five crosses were shaped in the 
blade.  Modern historian, Lance Bernard, 
researched the sword and the mystical description 
Joan of Arc had provided about its origin.   

 Bernard worked with  Dr. Jim Hrisoulas of Salamander Armory in Las Vegas, Nevada, a noted 
weapon historian and creator of medieval weapons, possessing a doctorate in metallurgy. Hrisoulas 
sometimes uses meteorite in the pattern-welded blades he manufactures.  Together, Bernard and 
Hrisoulas created a blade matching the key points of Joan's vision.  Meteroite was used as the metal 
"cast down from the heavens."  They decided to use the medieval European technique of pattern welding 



to create the blade.  The finished product resembles Damascus steel, but the construction methods are 
different. 

 Iron was scarce in Europe, so Hrisoulas hypothesized that smiths would use whatever iron-rich 
alloys that were available, such as meteorites.  At 
the time this blade was created, chemical testing of 
extant blades was not allowed, so Hrisoulas' 
concept of medieval weapon smiths using iron-rich 
meteorites was theoretical. 

 Hrisoulas' concept blade was made from a 
billet of meteorite and 1060 carbon steel, a second 
billet of 1045 iron and third billet of 1085 iron.  
These three billets were heated, welded and drawn 
out to the length of a sword.  Using the medieval 
practice of twisting the lengthened composite billet, 
five twists were made in the composite billet.  This 
resulted in five cross shapes in the blade.   

 

 

Action at Orléans 

 An army of several hundred French troops mustered at Blois.  On April 27, 1429, they set out for 
Orléans. The city, besieged since October 12, 1428, was almost totally surrounded by a ring of English 
strongholds. When Joan and the French commanders, La Hire, entered with supplies on April 29, she 
was told that action must be delayed until further reinforcements could be brought in. 

 On the evening of May 4, Joan suddenly sprang up from her rest, apparently inspired, and 
announced that she must go and attack the English. Arming herself, she hurried to an English fort east of 
the city, where she discovered an engagement was already taking place. Her arrival roused the French, 
and they took the fort.  

 On May 5, Joan addressed another of her letters of defiance to the English.  

 On the morning of May 6, she crossed to the south bank of the river and advanced toward 
another fort.  The English immediately evacuated in order to defend a stronger position nearby, but Joan 
and La Hire attacked them and took it by storm.  

 Very early on May 7 the French advanced against the fort of Les Tourelles. Joan was wounded 
but quickly returned to the fight, and inspired the French commanders to press the attack until the English 
capitulated.  

 On May 8, the English were seen retreating, but, because it was a Sunday, Joan refused to allow 
any pursuit. 

Victories and Coronation 

 Joan left Orléans on May 9 and met the Dauphin at Tours. She urged him to hurry to Reims to be 
crowned. The Dauphin hesitated because some of his more prudent counselors were advising him to first 
conquer Normandy, and then, take the Crown.  Joan’s insistence ultimately persuaded him. It was 

Image of a cross in the Concept blade created by Jim Hrisoulas.  
The Sword From Heaven (stjoan-center.com) 



decided, however, first to clear the English out of the other towns along the Loire River. Joan met her 
friend the Duc d’Alençon, who had been made lieutenant general of the French armies, and together they 
took a town and an important bridge. They next attacked Beaugency, whereupon the English retreated 
into the castle. Then, despite the opposition of the Dauphin, his adviser Georges de La Trémoille, and the 
reserve of Alençon, Joan negotiated with the Constable de Richemont, a man who was under suspicion 
at the French court. After making him swear fidelity, she accepted his help, and the castle of Beaugency 
was surrendered. 

 The French and English armies came face to face at Patay on June 18, 1429. Joan promised 
success to the French, saying that Charles would win a greater victory that day than any he had won so 
far. The victory was indeed complete; the English army was routed and with it, finally, its reputation for 
invincibility was destroyed. 

 The French commanders turned back to rejoin the Dauphin, who was staying with La Trémoille at 
Sully-sur-Loire instead of instead of attacking Paris. Again, Joan urged Charles to go on swiftly to Reims 
for his coronation.  

 Charles did not heed her pleas, and meandered through the towns along the Loire.  Joan 
accompanied the Dauphin, hoping to persuade him to claim the Crown, despite the advice of his 
counselors who wanted him to delay. Finally, despite the difficulties she knew lay ahead, she won 
Charles to her view. 

 As the army began to assemble in Gien, the Dauphin sent out letters of summons to his 
coronation. Joan wrote two letters: one of exhortation to the people of Tournai, always loyal to Charles, 

the other a challenge to Philip the Good, Duke of Burgundy. 
She and the Dauphin set out on the march to Reims on June 
29.  

 Before arriving at Troyes, Joan wrote to the 
inhabitants, promising them pardon if they would submit. 
They countered by sending a friar, the popular preacher 
Brother Richard, to take stock of her. Although he returned 
full of enthusiasm for the Maid and her mission, the 
townsfolk decided to remain loyal to the Anglo-Burgundian 
regime.  

 The Dauphin’s council decided that Joan should 
lead an attack against the town, and the citizens quickly 
submitted to the next morning’s assault. The royal army then 
marched on to Châlons, where, the count-bishop handed the 
keys of the town to Charles.  

 On July 16 the royal army reached Reims, which 
opened its gates.  

 The coronation took place on July 17, 1429. Joan 
was present at the consecration, standing with her banner 
not far from the altar. After the ceremony she knelt before 
Charles, calling him her king for the first time. That same day 
she wrote to the duke of Burgundy, adjuring him to make 
peace with the king and to withdraw his garrisons from the 
royal fortresses. 

St. Joan of Arc 

St. Joan of Arc, French heroine and 
martyr, kneeling before the dauphin 
Charles (later Charles VII, king of 
France).© Photos.com/Jupiterimages 



 

Ambitions for Paris 

 On July 20, King Charles VII left Reims.  For a month the army paraded through Champagne and 
the Île-de-France. On August 2 the King retreated from Provins to the Loire, a move that implied He no 
longer planned to attack Paris. The loyal towns that would have been left to the English armies were 
distressed.  

 On August 5, Joanwrote to reassure the citizens of Reims, saying that the Duke of Burgundy, 
then in possession of Paris, had made a fortnight’s truce, after which it was hoped that he would yield 
Paris to the king.  

 On August 6, English troops prevented the royal army from crossing the Seine at Bray, much to 
the delight of Joan and the commanders, who hoped that Charles would attack Paris. Joan was now, 
according to a 15th-century chronicler, the idol of the French. She herself felt that the purpose of her 
mission had been achieved. 

 Near Senlis, on August 14, the French and English armies again confronted each other. This time 
only skirmishes took place, neither side daring to start a battle, though Joan carried her standard up to 
the enemy’s earthworks and openly challenged them. Meanwhile Compiègne, Beauvais, Senlis, and 
other towns north of Paris surrendered to the king. Soon afterward, on August 28, a four months’ truce for 
all the territory north of the Seine was concluded with the Burgundians. 

 Joan, was becoming more and more impatient; she thought it essential to take Paris. She and 
Alençon were at Saint-Denis on the northern outskirts of Paris on August 26, and the Parisians began to 
organize their defenses. Charles arrived on September 7, and an attack was launched on September 8, 
directed between the gates of Saint-Honoré and Saint-Denis. The Parisians could be in no doubt of 
Joan’s presence among the besiegers; she stood forward on the earthworks, calling on them to surrender 
their city to the king of France. Wounded, she continued to encourage the soldiers until she had to 
abandon the attack. The next day she and Alençon sought to renew the assault, they were ordered by 
Charles’s council to retreat. 

Further struggle 

 Charles VII retired to the Loire, Joan following him. At Gien, which they reached on September 
22, the army was disbanded. Alençon and the other captains went home; only Joan remained with the 
king. Later, when Alençon was planning a campaign in Normandy, he asked the king to let Joan rejoin 
him, but La Trémoille and other courtiers dissuaded him. Joan went with the king to Bourges, where many 
years later she was to be remembered for her goodness and her generosity to the poor. In October she 
was sent against Saint-Pierre-le-Moûtier; through her courageous assault, with only a few men, the town 
was taken. Joan’s army then laid siege to La Charité-sur-Loire; short of munitions, they appealed to 
neighbouring towns for help. The supplies arrived too late, and after a month they had to withdraw. 

 Joan then rejoined the king, who was spending the winter in towns along the Loire. Late in 
December 1429 Charles issued letters patent ennobling Joan, her parents, and her brothers. Early in 
1430 the duke of Burgundy began to threaten Brie and Champagne. The inhabitants of Reims became 
alarmed, and Joan wrote in March to assure them of the king’s concern and to promise that she would 
come to their defense. When the duke moved up to attack Compiègne, the townsfolk determined to resist; 
in late March or early April Joan left the king and set out to their aid, accompanied only by her brother 
Pierre, her squire Jean d’Aulon, and a small troop of men-at-arms. She arrived at Melun in the middle of 
April, and it was no doubt her presence that prompted the citizens there to declare themselves for 
Charles VII. 



 Joan was at Compiègne by May 14, 1430. There she found Renaud de Chartres, archbishop of 
Reims, and Louis I de Bourbon, comte de Vendôme, a relative of the king. With them she went on to 
Soissons, where the townspeople refused them entry. Renaud and Vendôme therefore decided to return 
south of the Marne and Seine rivers; but Joan refused to accompany them, preferring to return to her 
“good friends” in Compiègne. 

Capture, Trial and Execution 

 On her way back to Compienge, Joan heard that John of Luxembourg, the captain of a 
Burgundian company, had laid siege to the city.  Hurrying on, she entered Compiègne under cover of 
darkness.  The next afternoon, May 23, she led a sortie and twice repelled the Burgundians but was 
eventually outflanked by English reinforcements and compelled to retreat.  Remaining until the last to 
protect the rear guard while they crossed the Oise River, she was unhorsed and could not remount.  She 
gave herself up and, with her brother Pierre and Jean d’Aulon, was taken to Margny where the duke of of 
Burgundy came to see her. In telling the people of Reims of Joan’s capture, Renaud de Chartres accused 
her of rejecting all counsel and acting willfully. Charles, who was working toward a truce with the duke of 
Burgundy, made no attempts to save her. 

 John of Luxembourg sent Joan and Jean d’Aulon to his castle in Vermandois. When she tried to 
escape in order to return to Compiègne, he sent her to one of his more distant castles. There, though she 
was treated kindly, she became more and more distressed at the predicament of Compiègne. Her desire 
to escape became so great that she jumped from the top of a tower, falling unconscious into the moat. 
She was not seriously hurt, and when she had recovered, she was taken to Arras, a town adhering to the 
duke of Burgundy. 

 News of her capture had reached Paris on May 25, 1430. The next day the theology faculty of the 
University of Paris, which had taken the English side, requested the duke of Burgundy to turn her over for 
judgment either to the chief inquisitor or to the bishop of Beauvais, Pierre Cauchon, in whose diocese she 
had been seized. The university wrote also, to the same effect, to John of Luxembourg; and on July 14 
the bishop of Beauvais presented himself before the duke of Burgundy asking, on his own behalf and in 
the name of the English king, that the Maid be handed over in return for a payment of 10,000 francs. The 
duke passed on the demand to John of Luxembourg, and by January 3, 1431, she was in the bishop’s 
hands. The trial was fixed to take place at Rouen. Joan was moved to a tower in the castle of Bouvreuil, 
which was occupied by the earl of Warwick, the English commander at Rouen. Though her offenses 
against the Lancastrian monarchy were common knowledge, Joan was brought to trial before a church 
court because the theologists at the University of Paris, as arbiter in matters concerning the faith, insisted 
that she be tried as a heretic. Her beliefs were not strictly orthodox, according to the criteria for orthodoxy 
laid down by many theologians of the period. She was no friend of the church militant on earth (which 
perceived itself as in spiritual combat with the forces of evil), and she threatened its hierarchy through her 
claim that she communicated directly with God by means of visions or voices. Further, her trial might 
serve to discredit Charles VII by demonstrating that he owed his coronation to a witch, or at least a 
heretic. Her two judges were to be Cauchon, bishop of Beauvais, and Jean Lemaître, the vice-inquisitor 
of France. 

The Trial 

 Beginning January 13, 1431, statements taken in Lorraine and elsewhere were read before the 
bishop and his assessors; they were to provide the framework for Joan’s interrogation. Summoned to 
appear before her judges on February 21, Joan asked for permission to attend mass beforehand, but it 
was refused on account of the gravity of the crimes with which she was charged, including attempted 
suicide in having jumped into the moat. She was ordered to swear to tell the truth and did so swear, but 
she always refused to reveal the things she had said to Charles. Cauchon forbade her to leave her 
prison, but Joan insisted that she was morally free to attempt escape. Guards were then assigned to 
remain always inside the cell with her, and she was chained to a wooden block and sometimes put in 
irons. Between February 21 and March 24 she was interrogated nearly a dozen times. On every occasion 



she was required to swear anew to tell the truth, but she always made it clear that she would not 
necessarily divulge everything to her judges since, although nearly all of them were Frenchmen, they 
were enemies of King Charles. The report of this preliminary questioning was read to her on March 24, 
and apart from two points she admitted its accuracy. 

 When the trial proper began a day or so later, it took two days for Joan to answer the 70 charges 
that had been drawn up against her. These were based mainly on the contention that her behavior 
showed blasphemous presumption: in particular, that she claimed for her pronouncements the authority 
of divine revelation; prophesied the future; endorsed her letters with the names of Jesus and Mary, 
thereby identifying herself with the novel and suspect cult of the Name of Jesus; professed to be assured 
of salvation; and wore men’s clothing. Perhaps the most serious charge was of preferring what she 
believed to be the direct commands of God to those of the church. 

 On March 31 she was questioned again on several points about which she had been evasive, 
notably on the question of her submission to the church. In her position, obedience to the court that was 
trying her was inevitably made a test of such submission. She did her best to avoid this trap, saying she 
knew well that the church militant could not err, but it was to God and to her saints that she held herself 
answerable for her words and actions. The trial continued, and the 70 charges were reduced to 12, which 
were sent for consideration to many eminent theologians in both Rouen and Paris. 

 Meanwhile, Joan fell sick in prison and was attended by two doctors. She received a visit on April 
18 from Cauchon and his assistants, who exhorted her to submit to the church. Joan, who was seriously 
ill and thought she was dying, begged to be allowed to go to confession and receive Holy Communion 
and to be buried in consecrated ground. They continued to badger her, receiving only her constant 
response, “I am relying on our Lord, I hold to what I have already said.” They became more insistent on 
May 9, threatening her with torture if she did not clarify certain points. She answered that even if they 
tortured her to death she would not reply differently, adding that in any case she would afterward maintain 
that any statement she might make had been extorted from her by force. In light of this commonsense 
fortitude, her interrogators, by a majority of 10 to three, decided that torture would be useless. Joan was 
informed on May 23 of the decision of the University of Paris that if she persisted in her errors she would 
be turned over to the secular authorities; only they, and not the church, could carry out the death 
sentence of a condemned heretic. 

 Abjuration, relapse, and execution 

 Apparently, nothing further could be done. Joan was taken out of prison for the first time in four 
months on May 24 and conducted to the cemetery of the church of Saint-Ouen, where her sentence was 
to be read out. First she was made to listen to a sermon by one of the theologians in which he violently 
attacked Charles VII, provoking Joan to interrupt him because she thought he had no right to attack the 
king, a “good Christian,” and should confine his strictures to her. After the sermon was ended, she asked 
that all the evidence on her words and deeds be sent to Rome. Her judges ignored her appeal to the 
pope and began to read out the sentence abandoning her to the secular power. Hearing this dreadful 
pronouncement, Joan quailed and declared she would do all that the church required of her. She was 
presented with a form of abjuration, which must already have been prepared. She hesitated in signing it, 
eventually doing so on condition that it was “pleasing to our Lord.” She was then condemned to perpetual 
imprisonment or, as some maintain, to incarceration in a place habitually used as a prison. In any case, 
the judges required her to return to her former prison. 

 The vice-inquisitor had ordered Joan to put on women’s clothes, and she obeyed. But two or 
three days later, when the judges and others visited her and found her again in male attire, she said she 
had made the change of her own free will, preferring men’s clothes. They then pressed other questions, 
to which she answered that the voices of St. Catherine of Alexandria and St. Margaret of Antioch had 
censured her “treason” in making an abjuration. These admissions were taken to signify relapse, and on 
May 29 the judges and 39 assessors agreed unanimously that she must be handed over to the secular 
officials. 



 The next morning, Joan received from Cauchon permission, unprecedented for a relapsed 
heretic, to make her confession and receive Communion. Accompanied by two Dominicans, she was then 
led to the Place du Vieux-Marché. There she endured one more sermon, and the sentence abandoning 
her to the secular arm—that is, to the English and their French collaborators—was read out in the 
presence of her judges and a great crowd. The executioner seized her, led her to the stake, and lit the 
pyre. A Dominican consoled Joan, who asked him to hold high a crucifix for her to see and to shout out 
the assurances of salvation so loudly that she should hear him above the roar of the flames. To the last 
she maintained that her voices were sent of God and had not deceived her. According to the rehabilitation 
proceedings of 1456, few witnesses of her death seem to have doubted her salvation, and they agreed 
that she died a faithful Christian. A few days later the English king and the University of Paris formally 
published the news of Joan’s execution. 

 Almost 20 years afterward, on his entry into Rouen in 1450, Charles VII ordered an inquiry into 
the trial. Two years later the cardinal legate Guillaume d’Estouteville made a much more thorough 
investigation. Finally, on the order of Pope Calixtus III following a petition from the d’Arc family, 
proceedings were instituted in 1455–56 that revoked and annulled the sentence of 1431. Joan was 
canonized by Pope Benedict XV on May 16, 1920; her feast day is May 30. The French parliament, on 
June 24, 1920, decreed a yearly national festival in her honour; this is held the second Sunday in May. 
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A Brief History of French Cheese 
 
 France has always been an important agricultural country with a wonderful climate and 
rich soil. The history of French food goes right back to the ancient Gauls who baked bread using 
millet, oats, barley and wheat and hunted wild pigs and game in the forests. They were some of 
the first Europeans to preserve meat by salting and smoking. 
 
 The Romans who first introduced a more sophisticated cuisine, using the recipes of 
Apicius. Marcus Gavius Apicius was a well-known Roman high liver, particularly fond of good 
food, wine and luxury. He lived sometime in the 1st century AD, but the recipes attributed to him 
weren’t written down until the 4th or 5th century AD. His book was republished many times 
through the centuries. 
 

 The history of cheese is closely linked to the evolution of our civilization. Before anything 
else, its production allowed men to preserve the milk they produced. When men started to breed 
goats and sheep during the Neolithic, the curd was probably put in various potteries. A legend 
says that the cheese-making process would have been discovered by chance. When milk 
needed to be carried from one place to the other people would put it in goatskins. This way milk 
would have curdled thanks to the natural presence of rennet, the enzyme used to transform 

milk. The cheese was born. 

 During the Middle Ages, there was a 
huge gulf between rich and poor. The poor 
depended on what they could harvest or the 
animals they raised. Livestock provided milk 
for farm cheese. Barley, oat and rye were 
the primary grains for the working class, 
who consumed between 2 and 3 pounds of 
bread per person per day. Birds, such as 
quail, partridge, larks, linnets and other 
songbirds were eaten by the lower classes.   

 The nobles dined off game, pies, 
sweetmeats and wheat. Upper class meals 
featured swans, peafowl, storks and cranes; 
larger birds were used more for their 
appearances than for their meat. 

 Common herbs were used, such as 
sage, mustard and parsley, as well as 
caraway, mint, dill and fennel. 

 The word cheese is said to come from the baking tin that was used to prepare it. When 
the first cheese making technics appeared in Europe, the cheese strainer in which the curds 
were put used to be called forma in Latin and formos in Greek. At the beginning of the 13th 
century, it became fromage, the famous French word that is now used to say cheese. 

Nobleman’s picnic from a 15th century book by 
Gaston Phébus Public domain via Wikimedia 



 Production of cheese was developed further during the Middle Ages with the discovery 
of rennet, an enzyme that allowed the process of cheese curdling more quickly. In France, 
French cheese’s rich and delicious tradition blossomed in the monasteries. The monks 
practiced cheesemaking and took immense pride in their cheese, providing great care in its 
production. Many famous cheese recipes were created by monks in different regions of France, 
such as the Maroilles, Tête de Moines, and Munster. 

 Monks are also said to have guided farmers on the proper care of their animals and on 
how to keep their milk clean. With the farmers gaining knowledge on how to appropriately ripen 
and age milk, cheesemaking started to prosper even more in the country, which led to the 
establishment of dairy associations in different French regions.  

 During the 13th century, inhabitants from the same village would pool their resources in 
milk to make some fruitières. Those big cheeses were then redistributed to all the farmers.  This 
process gave birth to many famous kinds of cheese like the Comté, the Gruyère, the Emmental 
or the Beaufort. 

 Across the years, various experiments and refinement were made, bringing numerous 
cheese varieties in France. Distinct vegetation and climate from different regions also became a 
factor in giving each type of cheese its unique flavor. For instance, Camembert and Brie cheese 
originates from the northern regions of the country, the south is the source of Roquefort cheese, 
while the west produces the majority of goat cheese. 

 French cheese has come to command an important reputation on the world stage, for 
example, brie may be produced anywhere, but a brie with the "Produce of France" stamp 
denotes a certain standard, thereby demanding a higher price. 

 Some French cheese varieties have been aged in the same damp caves used for 
hundreds of years. 

 If you want to seem like a cheese connoisseur, it is important to know where the different 
varieties come from. For example, Brie and Camembert come from the northern region while 
Emmental, or Swiss cheese, is only produced in the French Alps. 

 The bulk of goat cheeses are made in the western part of the country and the pungently 
veined Roquefort cheese comes from the south. 

 Here’s a rundown of the major French cheeses: 



 

 

 

Cow Milk Fromage d'Affinois:  

This cheese is a wonderfully luscious, soft
ripened double-cream French cheese.  It is a 
mild and buttery addition to the Brie world. 
During pasteurization, the fats are broken down 
to produce a lighter, smoother, silkier texture 
than other Brie varieties. 

Cow Milk Bleu d’Auvergne 

Auvergne, the historical region in central 
France, is known for the Bleu d’ Auvergne, a 
type of blue produced from either pasteurized 
or raw cow’s milk. It is characterized by a 
smooth texture, creamy ivory color, with a 
strong aroma yet boasts a creamy, buttery, 
salty, peppery, spicy, and pungent taste. Bleu 
d’ Auvergne is perfect for sweet dessert wines 
and often used in pasta or salad dressings.

Goat Milk Blue de Chevre 

Bleu de Chèvre is a very welcoming cheese for 
beginners, it tastes strong, salty and creamy 
but melts in the mouth with a subtle and 
herbaceous tang from the goat’s milk which 
balances out the robust taste. 

Furthermore, it is relatively milder compared to 
cow’s and sheep’s milk blue cheeses.

 

Cow Milk Brie 
 
Brie is a soft cow’s-milk cheese named after 
the French region from which it originated. It is 
pale in color with a slight grayish tinge under a 
rind of white mold. Brie is a very mild creamy 
cheese that should appeal to anyone who does 
not enjoy strong tasting cheese.
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Cow Milk Camembert 

Normandie is the producer of Camembert, 
which is arguably the most famous French 
cheese not only in France but worldwide. It is 
usually made with raw milk, though there are 
versions from the region that uses pasteurized 
milk. A soft, moist cheese, the Camembert has 
a milky, creamy, and sweet flavor that goes 
great with fruit, nuts, or a Baguette bread plus a 
glass of cider or red wine. 

Camembert: Camembert is perhaps the most 
famous French cheese and is known and 
imitated worldwide. It is a moist, creamy, soft 
cheese made from cow’s milk. It was first made 
in the late 18th century in Camembert, 
Normandy in northwest France. It is compared 
in look and taste to brie. 

Cow milk Comte 

The eastern region of Franche Comte produces 
Comte cheese, a delicious French cousin of the 
Swiss "Gruyère" cheese. It is produced from 
the milk of pasture-fed cows with a caramelized 
and nutty taste, which can be used for cooking 
or ideal as an appetizer. Comté cheese is 
semi-hard and pale yellow. This cheese 
becomes denser and firmer as the cheese 
ages. 

 

Cow milk Emmental 
 
Emmental is a traditional cheese with holes in 
it. It has a savory and mild taste. The 
production of Emmental began in the 14
15th Century when rennet was introduced to the 
milking process. Rennet acts as a coagulant, 
which makes it possible to obtain a fattier 
cheese that can be preserved for a longer time.
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Cow milk Epoisses 
 
Also known as Epoisses de Bourgonge, this is 
a pungent soft-paste cow’s-milk cheese. The 
rind is washed in brine and local brandy. It is 
often served with a spoon due to its extremely 
soft texture. Production began at the start of 
the sixteenth century. According to oral legend, 
the Cistercians at Citeaux Abbey began 
producing the cheese. Like other rind washed 
cheeses, is yellowish on the outside, and white 
on the inside. The white center is
crumbly, while the cheese under the skin 
remains very soft. 
 

 

Cow Milk Esquirrou 
This cheese was awarded "World Best 
Cheese" in 2018 and is well worth the hype.  
Tantalizingly nutty with a uniquely toasty 
aroma, this Basque cheese is easy to fall i
love with. 
 

Cow milk Gaperon 
 
Gaperon originated in the Auvergne region and 
has been produced for over 1,200 years. It is 
made with cow’s milk, and flavored with pepper 
and garlic. Gaperon was originally made from 
the babeurre, which Americans call bu
The babeurre was mixed with fresh milk to 
make cheese curds. This was combined with 
the local pink garlic and pepper. It was hung in 
the farmhouse kitchen or storeroom to ripen. 
The small hemispherical shape of this cheese 
is a nod to the shape the cheese molded to 
when hanging in a farmhouse. A finished 
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cheese weighs about half a pound.

 

Cow Milk Gruyere 
 
An alpine cheese with a sweet 
flavor.  It tends to have small cracks that impart 
a slightly grainy texture. It is a wonderful baking 
cheese, often in quiche.  It is a good melting 
cheese in fondue, in French Onion Sopu or for 
toasted ham and cheese sandwiches.

Cow milk Munster 
 
A fairly strong-smelling rind-washed soft 
cheese from the Vosges mountains in Eastern 
France, in the Lorraine region. Munster is a
bold cheese with strong-tasting varieties. It 
comes in two varieties, normal and "au cumin" 
(with cumin seed). 
 

Sheep 
milk 

Ossau-Itray 

The Basque region is deemed to have some of 
the country’s lushest agricultural land
Aquitaine is popular for the Oss
ancient Pyrenees cheese made from sheep’s 
milk. It has a strong, fruity, nutty, and grassy 
flavor that requires 90 to 180 days of 
maturation to achieve, best served before or 
after dinner. 
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Cow milk Pont l'Evèque 
 
A creamy, soft cheese, uncooked and 
unpressed, from the coastal region of 
Normandy, south of Deauville. This is one of 
the oldest cheeses in France and has been 
documented since the 12th century. The center 
of the cheese is a soft, creamy pate, in a yellow 
color. It has a pungent aroma and is soft. The 
rind on this cheese is white with subtle orange
brown colors.  

 

Cow milk Raclette  
 
Raclette is a mass-produced industrial cheese 
designed for a meal in which thin slices of 
cheese are heated and melted then poured 
over baked potatoes and eaten with gherkins, 
mountain ham and other accompaniments. 
Dishes of melted cheese were mentioned in 
medieval texts from Swiss convents as early as 
1291. 
 

Sheep 
milk 

Roquefort 
 
The most famous French blue cheese, 
Roquefort made from the milk of 
Lacaune breed of sheep. The cheese has been 
made since the Middle Ages and has been 
famous for many centuries. Made in the 
"causses" mountains of southern France, in the 
department of the Aveyron, and matured in 
caves. The cheese is white, tangy
lightly moist.  Blue veins of blue mold make this 
cheese distinct. 
 

Modern: 
Cow Milk 
 
Medieval: 
Cow, 
goat and 
ewe milk 

(Tomme des) Pyrénées 
Pyrenees comes with a distinctive black skin. It 
is first mentioned in the 12th century and was 
eaten by the nobles of Saint-Girons in Ariege. It 
is a fairly bland cheese that will appeal to those 
who do not like strong-tasting cheeses.
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The Song of Joan of Arc 

 Translated from the French text in Christine de Pisan, Ditie de Jeanne d'Arc, ed. Angus J. Kennedy and 
Kenneth Varty (Oxford: Society for the Study of Medieval Languages and Literature, 1977), trans. L. 
Shopkow  

 The Song of Joan of Arc is the only popular piece written about Joan in her lifetime. The author, 
Christine de Pisan, was a professional writer at the Court of Charles VI of France (1380-1422), an 
unusual occupation for a woman at that time. Her father, Tommaso, became Charles V's court physician 
and astrologer in 1365, just after she was born, and she came to France when she was three. Perhaps 
because her father belonged to the humanist tradition, he insisted on educating her (a new development 
in educational thought), over the objections of her mother, who thought girls had no need of education. 
Christine married Etienne de Castel, a nobleman, around 1380. Her happy marriage ended when Etienne 
died suddenly in 1387, leaving her a widow with small children. Her father had first lost favor at court and 
then died around 1385.  

 Faced with financial ruin, Christine turned to her pen to support her household, with felicitous 
results. She was appointed the official biographer of Charles V and became the first official female court 
historian (her grandson Jean de Castel was later an official court historian himself), and wrote histories, 
manuals of warfare, romances, and treatises in poetry and prose, as well as many poems.  

 Equally important, she was one of the first defenders of women's reputations against a tradition 
that portrayed women as vice-ridden, fickle, vicious, foul, and disgusting, and which urged men not to 
marry. In women's defence, Christine wrote several works examining the position society assigned 
women and arguing that women were of equal moral and social worth as men and that women were 
capable of all that men could do, although God ordained for them a more restricted (although still 
valuable) social role. Christine had written about Amazons and other women of unusual attainments, as 
well as women of heroic sanctity, so Joan was a natural subject for her.  

 In 1418, Christine retired to the monastery of Poissy, where her daughter was a nun. All her 
works, except the "Song," predate her retirement.  

 A word of caution about the translation. Christine used an octosyllabic line (I've used a four-stress 
English line) and a rather rigid rhyme scheme (ababbcbc). Consequently, even the French is a little 
forced. I've chosen to translate Christine's poem into verse, which means sacrificing some of the precision 
of her language, although some of the more startling images (the English not being able to help 
themselves any more than a dead dog) come from Christine directly. This translation offers a general 
account of the content of her poem, with some of the rhythmic drive behind her work, without being a 
precise rendering. Readers who want a more literal translation are advised to consult Kenney and Varty, 
who include a translation and extensive notes. 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
  

I  
I, Christine, for eleven years 
Shut in an abbey all the time,  
Unceasingly have shed my tears,  
Enclosed there by that dreadful crime,  
Since Charles what happened is bizarre,  
The King's son if one can dare to say 
Fled from Paris, gone afar.  
Now I can laugh again today! 
 
II  
I deeply laugh from happiness, 
Because the frozen wintertide, 
Has gone away; then I confess, 
I closed myself away inside. 
But now I plan to change my tune 
From lamentation into song, 
Now that I have found radiant June 
I bore my suffering for so long! 
  
III  
Now it is fourteen twenty-nine, 
The fair season returns anew, 
The sun again begins to shine, 
That for so long was not in view. 
Then many folks were dressed in sable, 
I too put on that dismal hue. 
I've thrown off mourning, now I'm able 
To see what I have long yearned to. 
 
IV  
Thus my song has turned away, 
From deepest sorrow into glee, 
Since the time I had to stay 
Shut in; And what I longed to see, 
The glorious season they call Spring, 
When everything appears like new, 
Has come, thank God, and now will bring, 
A shift from brown to green in hue. 
  
V  
Because the legal first-born child 
Of France's king, who now draws near, 
Who for a long time was exiled, 
And suffered many a pain and fear, 
Arises now as though for Prime, 
And dressed in great and noble might, 
Endowed with golden spurs sublime, 
Comes crowned as king, as is his right. 
 

VI  
A gala for his welcoming, 
We all should make; let us rejoice 
In the splendor of our king. 
Come forward, great and small give voice 
To greeting no one fall behind  
Salute him with a joyful face, 
And praise God who has been so kind 
To him; let "Noels!" fill the place. 
  
VII  
But now I wish to tell you how 
God through his grace brought this about, 
Let God grant me the gift right now 
To tell it, and leave nothing out. 
One by one, in order queued, 
These deeds may live in memory, 
For they are worthy to include 
In chronicles and history! 
 
VIII  
Hear a matter marvelous, 
Known everywhere, both far and wide, 
How God, who is all graciousness, 
Is at the last on virtue's side. 
This is a widely noted fact, 
If we consider the present case, 
That God may help the hapless one, 
When Fortune casts him on his face. 
  
IX  
No one should therefore be dismayed 
When evil Fortune strikes a blow, 
When blame's at his door wrongly laid, 
And vicious gossip lays him low! 
Although Fortune destroys some men, 
She sometimes shows a different side, 
For God who harshly punishes sin, 
Helps those who in his hope abide. 

X  
Who has yet seen something occur 
So far beyond what they expected? 
The whole of France should now ensure 
The story be well recollected 
That France (which as I said above 
Was near destroyed) might rise again, 
Through exhibition of God's love, 
Might find success instead of pain. 



XI  
If of this deed the fame were less, 
The proof much less empirical, 
Would anyone this feat profess? 
It clearly was a miracle! 
It is well worth remembering, 
That the Almighty through a Maid 
This story is true! His grace did bring 
And His great grace on France was laid. 
 

XII  
Oh what an honor for the crown 
Of France, through this celestial test! 
He granted it virtue's renown, 
And shows how much the crown is blessed, 
And that he finds more faith in God 
In France's crown than anywhere; 
I've read now this is nothing new! 
In faith the Lilies never err. 
  
XIII  
And you, Charles, now the king of France, 
The seventh king of that great name, 
Who earlier suffered such mischance; 
You thought the future held more shame. 
But by God's grace, now look how Joan 
Has raised your fame on high, oh see! 
Your enemies before you bow - 
This is a welcome novelty! 

 
XIV  
Most quickly worked; one would have thought, 
That such a deed could not be done, 
That all your efforts were for nought, 
That France was gone; now it is won. 
Although you took tremendous harm, 
You have your country back in tow, 
Won back by wise Joan's mighty arm. 
Thanks be to God, it happened so! 
  
XV  
You must believe that such great grace, 
Was given to you for some goal, 
That God ordained the time and place 
That you might play a greater role. 
Some solemn deed He destined you 
To carry out in space and time; 
For He has chosen you to be  
Of noble deeds the paradigm. 

XVI  
For there will be a king of France, 
Who Charles, the son of Charles, will be. 
Over kings his dominance 
Will lie; thus runs the prophecy. 
The "Flying Stag" will be his name, 
Of wonderful deeds he'll be author, 
(God appoints him to the same), 
At last he will be emperor. 
  
XVII  
All this is profit to your soul 
I pray God that you'll be that man. 
Upon you may harm take no toll, 
May you live long so that you can 
See your descendants, and may you 
And they bring gladness without cease 
To France and do God's service true, 
And that no war will mar your peace! 

XVIII  
And I hope you will be fair, 
A lover of law and righteousness, 
And that you will surpass all others 
And no pride bring you shamefulness; 
Toward your people gentle and kind, 
And fearing God, who's chosen you 
To be his servant (you have proof 
Of this), and do your duty too. 
  
XIX  
How could your thanks to God suffice, 
Your fearful service be too great, 
To one who saved you in a trice, 
And did all France emancipate 
From war; who raised you from your fall, 
And through his holy providence, 
Has made your worthier of all 
The honors that have issued hence? 

XX  
May you be praised, Oh God on high! 
We all must give our thanks to you, 
Who granted us the space and time, 
Where such good things have now come true. 
Our hands together, great and small, 
Let us our thanks to God now form; 
To peace through you have come we all, 
And into safety from the storm! 
 

  
 



 

 

XXI  
And you, blessed Maid, can we forget, 
Since God has honored you so much, 
Since you have sliced apart the rope 
That held us bound, with one sure touch? 
Could we praise you too much at all, 
When you have calmed our countryside, 
Once battered down by war's cruel blast, 
So that we may in peace reside? 
 

XXII  
In a good hour you were born, 
Blessed be the one who made you so! 
His virgin, as He made you be, 
In whom the Holy Ghost does blow 
Its great grace; for the Holy Spirit 
Such generous gifts will you afford, 
That He will deny you nil; 
Who else could grant a just reward? 
  
XXIII  
What could one sing about the past, 
About the deeds that were effected? 
God granted generously to Moses, 
All virtues that might be expected. 
Moses led the people of God  
From Egypt, without any neglect, 
Miraculously. Thus you have led 
Us out of evil, Maid elect! 
 

XXIV  
Contemplate your person now, 
You are virgin, very young, 
To whom God grants the strength and power 
To be both woman and champion, 
Who offers France the gentle breast, 
The food of peace and will correct 
The wicked folk who would rebel.  
'Tis more than Nature could affect! 
  
XV  
If God worked many miracles 
Through Joshua, when he began 
To conquer and destroy so many 
Places, still, he was a man, 
Powerful and strong. But Joan 
Was but a shepherdess, though she 
Was braver yet than any Roman! 
For God, this is simplicity! 
 

XXVI  
But people, I have never heard 
A story of equal mystery, 
For all the champions who lived, 
As one goes back through history, 
Could not compare in prowess to Joan, 
Who strives our enemies to ban; 
For God who counsels her gave her 
A greater heart than any man. 
  
XXVII  
Gideon is world renowned; 
He was a simple working man, 
Yet God made him, the story goes, 
An great unconquered champion, 
So that he captured every prize, 
But though God led him on his way 
He did not work such wonders as 
He worked for Joan in our own day. 

XXVIII  
Esther, Judith and Deborah, 
Were women of outstanding merit, 
Through them God rescued the folk 
Their foes had tried to disinherit. 
There were many others as well, 
Who were courageous, and yet still 
No one surpassed this Virgin's deeds, 
Or did so many marvels fulfill. 
  
XXIX  
God sent her through a miracle, 
She was brought here by God's decree, 
And led by an angel of God 
To well defend our royalty. 
Her deed was no inane illusion, 
It has been authenticated 
By disputation (in conclusion, 
Cause by effect is demonstrated), 
 
XXX  
She was well interrogated, 
When she had gained a following, 
By priests and other learned men, 
To see if she were tampering 
With verity; and so it's sure, 
That God conveyed her to the king, 
But we have read in history, 
That she would come to do this thing,  
 
 



  
 
 
 
 
 

XXXI  
For Merlin, the Sibyl, and old Bede 
Five hundred years and more ago, 
Saw her in spirit and foretold, 
That she would come ease France's woe. 
They wrote it down in prophecies, 
That she would come bear France's banner 
In France's wars, and told about 
Her deed, and well described its manner. 
 

XXXII  
But by my faith, her holy life, 
Shows well that she is in God's grace, 
So that I more believe in her. 
Whatever enemy she may face, 
She always keeps God in her mind, 
She calls upon him, him she serves 
With all her heart in word and deed,  
Her love for Him never ebbs or swerves. 
  
XXXIII  
Oh! How evident this was 
At Orleans, during the siege 
And when her strength had first appeared. 
No miracle, as I believe, 
Was ever clearer, for God helped 
His own so much, our foe could not 
Assist himself more than a dead 
Dog could; he died upon the spot. 

XXXIV  
Aha!! What honor for the female 
Sex! God shows how he loves it, 
When the nobles great, but wretched 
Who earlier the realm had quit, 
By one woman were fortified, 
No men could do this deed, but more: 
The traitors were repaid in kind! 
No one would credit this before. 
  
XXXV  
A girl of only sixteen years 
(Does this not outdo Nature's skill?) 
Who lightly heavy weapons bears, 
Of strong and hard food takes her fill, 
And thus is like it. And God's foes 
Before her swiftly fleeing run, 
She did this in the public eye. 
There tarried not a single one. 
 

XXXVI  
She frees France from its enemies, 
Recovering citadels and castles. 
No army ever did so much, 
Not even a hundred thousand vassals! 
And of our brave and able folk, 
She is the chief and first commander. 
God makes it so; not even Hector 
Nor Achilles could withstand her. 
  
XXXVII  
Oh you the proven fighting men 
Who show yourselves as good and true 
Who carry out the deeds of war 
Some mention must be made of you. 
In every country you'll hear praise, 
Your courage be on every tongue 
Without fail above all else 
Your praises will be loudly sung. 

 
XXXVIII  
You who bare your flesh and life, 
In justice's name, to such harsh pain, 
And you who dare to put yourself 
At risk against so many a bane, 
Be constant, for I swear that you 
Will win renown or heaven some day! 
For one who fights for righteousness, 
Will conquer paradise, I say. 
  
XXXIX  
So, lower your trumpets, Englishmen, 
Your hunt will never find success! 
Your tricks will not avail in France! 
Your king's check-mated now in chess! 
Earlier you did not fear 
When you first proved so dangerous. 
But you were not yet on the road 
Where God slays the vainglorious. 

XL  
Then you thought that France was won, 
That France was caught inside your snare. 
It happened otherwise, false mob! 
Go off and beat your drums elsewhere, 
If you do not desire to taste 
Death, like your companions, 
Whose bodies wolves may well devour, 
Where fallen they lie amongst the ruins. 
 



XLI  
Through Joan the English will be beaten; 
They will not ever rise again. 
God thus commands who hears the cries 
Of people whom they caused such pain! 
The blood of those who died cries out 
Against the English without cease. 
The Lord will end their suffering; 
He'll smite the sinners and grant us peace. 
  

XLII  
The Christian faith and Holy Church, 
Will both be set to rights through her, 
She will destroy the evil-doers, 
To whom one sometimes does refer, 
The heretics of filthy life. 
For prophecy, which her foresaw, 
Said that she would not mercy show 
To those who soil the Holy Law. 
  
XLIII  
She will assault the Saracens 
In conquering the Holy Land. 
God save Charles! She'll lead him there. 
Before he dies, he will command 
To journey there. This is the place 
He ought to win. And here should she 
Expire. Here both shall glory win! 
And thus completed may things be! 
  

XLIV  
Forget, then, all heroic men, 
For she alone should take the crown, 
Her deeds suffice to show that God 
Has handed her more valor down 
Than all those who are often named, 
And she has not yet finished here! 
I think God granted her all this, 
So through her deeds peace will appear! 
  
XLV  
For it is her smallest task 
To overthrow the English reign, 
For she aspires to much more: 
That the faith shall never wane. 
As for the English, if one laughs 
Or weeps, we are now shut of them. 
They will be completely conquered. 
The future will sing their requiem! 
 

XLVI  
As for you, ignoble rebels,  
Who followed where the English led, 
Would you not now be better off, 
If you had done what's right instead 
Of falling into English serfdom? 
Your sufferings may yet multiply, 
Watch out! (For you have suffered greatly) 
And remember, you will die! 
  
XLVII  
Do you not see, you purblind people, 
That in this God shows his hand? 
Only the witless do not know this, 
For it is by his command, 
That the Maid has come to France; 
To the death fights La Pucelle 
You have no force to stand against her 
Against God would you rebel? 

XLVIII  
Was the king not consecrated, 
Whom she led there by the hand? 
She had foes, but no deed greater 
Happened in the Holy Land. 
Notwithstanding all opponents, 
Welcomed by the noble class, 
Charles the king was well received there, 
He was crowned and then heard mass. 
  
XLIX  
In the greatest triumph and power 
At Reims Charles was crowned the king 
In one thousand and four hundred, 
Twenty-nine, all flourishing, 
There were knights and many barons 
On the seventeenth of July. 
After being consecrated, 
Four of five more days went by, 

L  
And the little Maid stayed by him. 
When he turned to leave again, 
Not a city, not a castle, 
Not a tiny village of men, 
Held out; whether they loved or hated, 
Were assured or glowered in fright, 
Few attacked; they all surrendered. 
Thus did they all fear his might! 
  
 

 
  
 



LI  
It is true some folk resisted 
Out of folly, but few could. 
In the end God wrested payment 
From them for not being good. 
Vain were their struggles. They all paid, 
Whether they wanted to or not, 
For no resistance did not die 
Upon the Maid's steadfast onslaught. 

LII  
Although they made a great assembly, 
So the king might be waylaid, 
And attacked him in an ambush, 
No one required a doctor's aid 
thereafter; for the rebels all 
Were dead and taken, I hear tell, 
And one by one as suited each 
Were sent to heaven or to hell. 
  
LIII  
I don't know (for they aren't here) 
If Paris yet will bend its knee, 
If the Maid will wait for this; 
But if it is her enemy, 
I do not doubt she will attack it, 
As she has done other factions. 
If they dare resist an hour, 
Harm will follow from their actions. 

LIV  
For complain who will, the king 
Will enter Paris without fail! 
The Maid has promised it to him. 
Paris, will Burgundy avail 
You against him? It cannot be, 
Do not forget Burgundy's foes. 
Your guardian has no more power. 
Your pride will fall under his blows! 
  
LV  
Paris, oh!, so badly counselled! 
Madmen lacking confidence! 
Do you prefer to be exiled, 
Than come to good terms with your prince? 
Indeed, your dense perversity 
Will kill you if you don't take care! 
Better take to supplication. 
Ask for mercy. Paris, beware! 

LVI  
I mention evil men, though there 
Are many good ones, I don't doubt, 
Whom those who dare reject the king 
Displease, but these dare not speak out, 
I promise you. But these good men, 
Do not deserve to perish when 
The city comes under attack, 
And loses many a denizen. 
  
LVII  
And all you other rebel cities, 
People who have scorned your lord, 
Men and women who reject him, 
And to another lend your sword, 
May his wrath against you weaken, 
When you for forgiveness sue. 
If he defeats your towns by force, 
Will you not lose his largesse too? 
 

LVIII  
So he won't be forced to murder 
Nor to slice more flesh in war, 
He holds back as long as he dares; 
He does not desire gore. 
But at last, if they will not 
Surrender that which is his right, 
He will still behave with justice, 
If he wins it back by might. 
  
LIX  
Alas! The king is so forgiving 
He would pardon everyone! 
And the Maid, who follows God, 
Demands of him that this be done. 
Thus you should like loyal Frenchmen, 
No more hold yourselves aloof! 
If you give yourselves to him, 
You will not suffer more reproof. 
  

LX  
Thus I pray God grant you courage, 
All of you who face him thus, 
And when this cruel storm is over, 
Gone these wars so arduous, 
That you will live out your days 
In peace, under your sovereign king, 
And that to you he'll ever be, 
A lord gracious in everything.  
Amen. 
 

 



 
LXI 

This poem was written by Christine, 
Complete the last day of July, 

In fourteen hundred twenty-nine. 
About it I will prophesy, 

That some will find themselves put out 
About its contents, for the one 

Whose face and eyes look ever downward 
Cannot ever see the sun. 

Thus ends a beautiful poem by Christine 

 
https://jehannedarc.org/song.html  
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